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ANNCR: 

TEN DAYS AGO WEI] THE \IITE HOUSE ANNOUNCED THE 
APPOINTHENT OF GUSINESS \/OiiAsI NMARQUITA MAYTAG AS 
U.S. ANIBASSADOR TO NEFAL, IT RAISED TO SEVEN THE 
NUMBER OF AMERICAN WOMEN SERVING IN THIS TRADITIONAL 
MALE DOMAIN, WITH NORE ON THIS NOW, VOA'S ANITA 
CHAPIIAN: 
VOICE: 

THE TREND TOWARD NAMING WOMEN AS AMBASSADORS 
STARTED ONLY TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO. PRESIDENT 
HARRY TRUMAN CROKE WITH HABITUAL PRACTICE BY SENDING 
HIS GOOD FRIEND, HIRS, PERLE itESTA, TO THE GRAND DUCHY 
OF LUXEMBOURG AS ALIERICA'S FIRST WOMAN AMBASSADOR, 
SHE HAS BEEi] FOLLOWED BY A SERIES OF INTERESTING WOMEN 
SERVING Tit THIS HIGHEST DIPLOMATIC POST ABROAD. 

AMERICAN AMBASSADORS ARE DRAYIN BOTH FROM THE 
FOREIGN SERVICE AND FROM THE PRIVATE SECTOR, THREE OF 
OUR CURRENT WOMAN EMISSARIES HAVE COME TO THE POSITION 
THROUGH A CAREER IN THE FOREIGN SERVICE. TIO ARE 
SERVING IN AFRICA: JEAN WILKOWSKI IN ZAMBIA AND 
NANCY RAWLS IM TOGO, THE THIRD, MARY OLMSTEAD, IS Ili 
NEWLY=INDEPENDENT PAPUA-NEW GUINEA, WHERE SIIE HAD 
SERVED AS AIiERICAN CONSUL-GENERAL AT PORT MORESBY. 

MORE THAN TIANY COUNTRIES, THE UNITED STATES DRAWS 
ON OTHER PROFESSIONS FOR ITS AMBASSADORS: THESE ARE 
CALLED POLITICAL APPOINTEES. WHILE SOMETINES 


CRITICIZED, IT'S A PRACTICE THAT CAN BE USEFUL BOTH 
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TO REWARD POLITICAL SERVICE AND TO UNDERLINE AMERICAN 
POLICY THROUGH A SPOKESIIAN WHO IS WIDELY-KNOWI. 

ANONG CURRENT POLITICAL APPOINTEES IS THE FIRST 
WOMAN OF CACINET RANK I! PRESIDENT FORD'S ADMINISTRATION, 
WHO WILL LEAVE SHORTLY FOR LONDON AS THIS COUNTRY'S 
ENVOY TO GREAT BRITAIN. SHE IS AINE ARMSTRONG, ACTIVE 
IN REPUBLICAN CIRCLES SINCE HER COLLEGE YEARS AND WITH 
LONG SERVICE ON INTERNATIONAL DELEGATIONS. SHE IS 
REPUTED TO BE GF OUTSTANDING ADMINISTRATIVE ABILITY AND 
TO BRING GREAT FITNESS TO THE POLITICAL SCENE. 

IN 1973, FORMER PRESIDEIIT RICHARD NIXON SENT A 

WOMAN PROFESSOR OF NE\! YORK UNIVERSITY, RUTH FARKAS, AS 
AMBASSADOR TO LUXEFMGOURG, HE ALSO, BEFORE LEAVING OFFICE, 
ARRANGED FOR THE DESIGNATION TO GHANA OF THE BEST KNOWN 
OF AMERICAN WOMEN AMBASSADORS: S!IIRLEY TEIPLE BLACK. 
AS A CHILD, SHE HAD A BRIEF BUT METEORIC CAREER, STARRING 
In THE KIND OF SENTIIiENTAL FILM POPULAR IN THE THIRTIES, 
AT AGE TWELVE, HER CAREER WAS OVER BUT HER FANE HAD 
SPREAD WORLD WIDC. IN ADULT LIFE SHE DEVELOPED AN 
INTEREST Il! POLITICS AND WORKED QUIETLY ON THE LOCAL 
CALIFORNIA LEVEL FOR THE REPUBLICAN PARTY. HER 
APPOINTMENTS, FIRST TO THE ANERICAN DELEGATION TO THE 
UNITED NATIONS AND LATER AS AMBASSADOR TO GHANA, WERE 
CONSIDERED BY SOME WHO REIiENBERED HER MOVIE ROLES, AS 
FRIVOLOUS. BUT COLLEAGUES NOTE SHE IS BOTH HARD-WORKING 
AND COMPETENT. 

HERE IN WASHINGTON ONE OF THE TOP JOBS IN THE 


DEPARTMENT OF STATE IS HELD BY A WOHAN: CAROL LAISE, 
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FOR SEVEN YEARS AMERICAN ENVOY TO NEPAL, SHE IS NOW 
DIRECTOR GENERAL OF THE FOREIGN SERVICE. WHILE 
OUTSTANDING IN THE FIELD, SHE IS BUT ONE OF DOZENS OF 
WOMEN HOLDING POSITIONS OF SIGNIFICANT AUTHORITY IN 
THE AMERICAN FOREIGN SERVICE. 
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